
     One year ago, the 
Wings of Hope Hope 
Chest Renewal Room 
officially opened for busi-
ness.  It has been an excit-
ing enterprise for Wings 
of Hope to provide practi-
cal, tangible items to can-
cer patients in need.  The 
Hope Chest Room has 
wigs and scarves/hats for 
those who lose their hair 
during chemotherapy 
treatment.  Any cancer 
patient coming to Wings 
who is receiving chemo 
or radiation also receives 
a “survival kit” – a hand-
sewn bag filled with 
many items designed to 
bring comfort to the pa-
tient during treatment.  
Our kits may include the 
following: 
· Lap blanket 
· Journal 
· Hand sanitizer 
· Bottle for water 
· Lotion 
· Toothbrush 
· Toothpaste 
· Lip balm 
· Book on Cancer

  

     In the past year, the 
Hope Chest Renewal 
Room has seen over 75 
cancer patients. Gloria 
Brennan, Wings of Hope 
Administrative Assistant 
and a cancer survivor 
herself, has taken the lead 
in organizing the Hope 
Chest Renewal Room 
AND providing support to 
the patients who come to 
us.  She says, “It has been 
so rewarding to be able to 
provide assistance to can-
cer patients in helping 
them at a critical time.  I 
love to be able to share 
my story while helping 
women choose wigs and 
scarves attractive to 
them.” 
      In April of 2008, 
Wings of Hope had an 
open house, inviting those 
who attended to help us 
stock the shelves of the 
Hope Chest Renewal 
Room.  We were so 
pleased with the response, 
and continue to be 
amazed by the generous 
contributions and support 
of our community. Cancer  
 

survivors, individuals and 
community organizations 
have donated wigs and 
items for the survival kits. 
Letha Solliday, a breast 
cancer survivor and mem-
ber of the Council Bluffs 
Altrusa Club, has been 
instrumental in obtaining 
an Altrusa International 
grant.  She and local club 
members have made blan-
kets, purchased books, 
journals, water bottles, 
and personal hygiene 
items.  They have spent 
hours collecting survival 
kit items that bring com-
fort to cancer patients 
during a difficult time.  
We are so thankful for 
their generosity. 

(Continued Page 2) 

Wings of Hope and the Community  

Reach Out to Cancer Patients 
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427 E. Kanesville Blvd.  #202 

Council Bluffs, IA  51503 

712)325-8970            Fax:  (712)325-6831 

www.wingsofhope.org 

Please call ahead if you plan to visit the office. 

���
���

���
	�


��
� �
�

���
���



�
���

���
���

�

�
��������	
�������
�

������
����

Wings of Hope Staff: 

Program Administrator 

 Carolyn Ettinger 

Administrative Assistant                 
Gloria Brennan 

    Ladies in Waiting 

        April 17, 2009  7 p.m. 
Chanticleer Theatre 
830 Franklin Ave 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503 
Please call Wings of Hope 325-8970 for reservations 

Pictured L to R: Carolyn Ettinger, 
Gloria Brennan, Sue Feight, Colleen 
Kreft, Jean Jones, & Letha Solliday 



 

    

 

  

     

FUND-RAISER SPONSORS:�
· Alegent Health 
· Ameristar Casino 
· CB Savings Bank 
· Doll Disbributing 
· Heartland Oncology  &  
        Hematology Consultants 
· Hematology & Oncology 
        Consultants        
· NE/IA Radiology Assoc. 
· Jennie Edmundson  Hosp 
· The Daily Nonpareil 
· The Event People 
· Walmart   

DONATIONS:    
· Shane & Susan Brandt 
· Jessica Feller 
· Patti Higginbotham 
· Kathryn Knott 
· Iva Lee 
· James Pidgeon 
· Bob Stender 
· GPP Giving Spree 
 

MEMORIALS: 
· Becki Khan in memory of Deb 

Wright & John Eret 
· Don & Lisa Schwartz in mem-

ory of John Humphrey 

FUND-RAISER DONATIONS:  

· Gerald & Nancy Becker 
· Andrea Cardenzana, DDS 
· Emma Chance 
· Katherine Cutler 
· Richard & Emily Dick 
· Richard & Jen Elliott 
· Virginia Nelson 
· Danny & Marilyn 

Newland 
· Margit Paulsen 
· Frank & Beth Pechacek 
· John & Elaine Poulos 
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If you know of someone who needs the Wings of Hope services,  

please call Carolyn  or Gloria at 325-8970. 
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· John & Jeane Rinde 
· Thomas Schierbrock, 

DDS 
· Rose Schlemmer 
· Aileen Seabury 
· Ted Smithson 
· Carolyn Vannier 
· Ted & Shelly Wicker-

sham 
· Craig & Lynda Wilson 
· Gary & Barbara Woods 
· Dr Michael & Mary 

Zlomke 

Wings of Hope would like to thank everyone for their participation in 
our Fiesta: Winter South of the Border fundraiser. We had an excellent 
response to our financial goal for 2009. The money raised will enable 
us to give assistance to many cancer patients and their families. Thank 
you to our host couples: Rick & Joan Crowl, Dr. Michelle & George 
Haessler, and Dr. Craig Hansen & Dr. Stone. And to our many volun-
teers who made this event possible. Tell others about Wings of Hope 
and the services offered. 

Thank you to Letha and the Altrusa Club, as well as the other indi-
viduals and community groups who have contributed to the Hope 
Chest Renewal Room.  Together, we are making a difference. 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
First Christian Church 
West Pottawattamie County Garner Bluejays 4H Club 
Jennie Edmundson Volunteers 
Quilting Chicks and a Rooster 
Our request for this year is “Tell everyone you know who was re-
cently diagnosed or taking treatments about us.” We are here will-
ing and ready to make their cancer journey just a little bit easier. We 
can help by giving them reading resources and a little TLC to help 
them with their journey. 

To The Daily Nonpareil , Council Bluffs TV, and KETV 
in Omaha for your recent news coverage of Wings of 
Hope. Their news stories helped promote the Wings of 
Hope programs for cancer patients. 

 

L to R: Carolyn Ettinger, Program Coordinator for Wings of Hope, 
Jan Gunderson, Carol Reeder, Pat Andersen, & Judi Thallas. 
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Wings of Hope Cancer 
Support Center offers sup-
port groups, private coun-
seling, patient and family 
education, community re-
source referral, patient 
and family resource li-
brary (including books, 
audio/video tapes), and 
community educational 
opportunities.                                                       

Mission Statement 
We recognize the diagnosis 
and treatment of cancer have 
a tremendous physical and 
emotional impact on the pa-
tient and family. 

Wings of Hope Cancer Sup-
port Center assists those 
with cancer at all stages of 
their illness and helps fami-
lies and friends cope with 
cancer in their lives. 

Patti Higginbotham 
Mike Knedler 
Annmarie Marsh 
Andrew Murren 
Cathy Nielsen 
Erin Nielsen 
Ken Petersen 
Jill Trusler 
Kali Trusler 

Pat Andersen           
Karen Azevedo 
Sandy Bane 
Marchell Benes 
Bonnie Bolte 
Colleen Dofner 
Lisa Gronstal 
Ellie Hanstein 
Amy Helms 
Becky Henkel 
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   2009 Operating Board 

Pat Andersen            Kathy Knott 

Bonnie Bolte           Annmarie Marsh              

Francis Clark           Kristen Ostenso 

Patti Higginbotham           Ken Petersen 

Ann Jones           Evan Ray  

Michael Knedler           Brett Ryan 

 

2009 Resource Committee  Members 

Ann Marie Aita             Marchell Benes 

Jan Bass                             Ellie Bleicher 

              Karen Krause 

Donations to Wings of 
Hope Cancer Support 
Center may be sent to : 

 

Wings of Hope 

427 E. Kanesville Blvd. 
Suite 202                        

Council Bluffs, IA  51503 

Deborah Bean 

Becki Goldberg-Khan 

Sharon Kramer 

William Miller 

Pam Minor 

4-H Garner Bluejays 
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Hope Chest Room Donations: 

Tucker Center Dress swap to help cancer group: 

This was the goal of several Tucker Center students: to 
give something back to their community. Jessica Feller 
from Lewis Central, Addie Kovacs from Abraham Lin-
coln, and Shelby Miller from Thomas Jefferson put their 
organization skills together to have a fundraiser for 
Wings of Hope with a Dress Swap. Bring in a prom or 
special dress and get one for the next prom or special oc-
casion for $10. Admission was $3 or the donation of a 
dress. Jessica will be graduating but Addie & Shelby say 
they will do it again next year along with some interested 
students. Thank you girls for your donation to Wings of 
Hope, and cancer patients and their families. 

  West Pottawattamie Garner Bluejays 4-H Club  
donated heart-shaped pillows to the Hope Chest Renewal room 
for the second time. These pillows will be given in each Cancer 
Survivor Kit along with some of other helpful items. We so 
appreciate the youth of our community taking in interest in vol-
unteering. Picture: Patti Higginbotham with Kelsey Cain and 
Carrie Hermsen. 
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BREAST CANCER   
SUPPORT 

3rd Mondays                    
7-8:30 p.m. 

* * * * * * * * * * *  

April 20                    

 

May 18 

 

June 15 

 

Watch your Monthly 
Newsletter for updated in-

formation.  
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The Prostate Cancer 
Support Group does not 
meet during the summer 

months.   
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