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Wings of Hope Honors Dr. Michelle Haessler at Annual Dinner


 At its annual dinner on Monday evening, Wings of Hope presented the first ever Ken Petersen Vision Award to Dr. Michelle Haessler.  The purpose of the award is to honor individuals or organizations who have significantly contributed to the vision and mission of Wings of Hope Cancer Support Center.


Dr. Haessler has been involved with Wings of Hope for the past five years, soon after she moved her business, Midlands Radiation Oncology to Council Bluffs.  In 2007, she spearheaded the fund-raising efforts for the Hope Chest Renewal Room at Wings of Hope, which provides practical items such as wigs, hats and survivor bags to cancer patients who are receiving treatment.  

During the awards presentation, Patti Higginbotham, president of the Wings of Hope Board of Directors, said the Hope Chest Renewal room has grown to be a vital part of the Wings of Hope mission.

“We had no idea when we opened this room how powerful the impact of providing practical, touchable items would be for cancer patients,” Higginbotham said.  “The gift of the practical opens the door to patients sharing their cancer journey stories and allows staff to provide psychological support.”

Since 2008, when the Hope Chest Renewal Room was opened, Wings of Hope has provided to cancer patients:

· 175 wigs 

· 153 survivor bags

· 65 relaxation and guided meditation CDs

· 455 hats, scarves, seat belt covers and blankets

In addition to spearheading the efforts for the Hope Chest Renewal Room, Dr. Haessler served on the Wings of Hope Board of Directors in 2007 and 2008, and she and her husband continue to support the organization’s fund-raising campaigns and events.

Higginbotham said the organization is thrilled to present Dr. Haessler with the first-ever Ken Petersen Vision Award.  Like Dr. Haessler, Ken Petersen has been a long-time supporter of Wings of Hope.  He became associated with the organization in the late 1990s, and played an integral role in its development.  

Petersen served as an active member of the Wings of Hope Board of Directors, including as positions such as financial officer and vice president. Higginbotham said in those positions, Petersen had the unique ability to make connections in our community to ensure that cancer patients in the Council Bluffs area received the best support possible.  

“Ken has a clear vision of how to meet needs, and the leadership ability to engage others in the fulfillment of that vision,” she said.

Petersen recently resigned from the Wings of Hope Board of Directors due to health concerns.  At the dinner, he was made a Lifetime Honorary Board Member for his commitment and vision.

Nearly 50 people attended the dinner.  In addition to the awards ceremony, Joan Lappe, RN, PhD presented a program on the Role of Vitamin D in Cancer.

Wings of Hope Cancer Support Center was independently established as a non-profit organization in September 1994.  The goal of the organization is to provide emotional support and guidance for patients, family members, and health professionals as they move forward in their cancer experience.  Wings of Hope Cancer Support Center offers support groups, private counseling, patient and family education, community resource referral, patient and family resource library, and community educational opportunities.  All of the services and programs provided by Wings of Hope are offered free of charge.  For more information about Wings of Hope and its programs, visit www.wingsofhope.org or call (712) 325-8970.
